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would subject himself to all the consequences of
swearing falsely.

The history of God's successive acts in creation
and the times of them, the reiteration of the same
time-term in the moral law, and the precision of
the historically descriptive language delineating
the flood, are everywhere in the Bible taken to be
literally true. These first facts of the world are
to revelation what the massive stones of a founda-
tion are to the superstructure erected upon them.
If, however, these facts are fictitiously presented in
the Scriptures, their inspiration at least must be
given up. That, to me, is as clear as light; and
when inspiration is given up, the claims to it by
the sacred writers must be estimated as just so
many misrepresentations, and then it is not worth
our while to contend for the rest.

Jesus Christ indorsed the writings of Moses as
entirely true; and he represented Abraham as
saying to the rich man (Luke 16 : 31), ulf they
hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will
they be persuaded though one rose from the
dead." He thus exhibited Moses as worthy of
absolute confidence in all the facts related by
him; but this implies an honest and exact use of
words in relating them, otherwise it would not be
relating simply, but fabricating, for deluding his
readers, with no discoverable motive for so doing.
It is a plain case: if vav (and), if yom (day), which
have definite meanings put upon them by the
spirit of inspiration in Genesis r, and in Exodus
20: 10, n, may be subjected to the torture of